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For the first time since the establishment of a paramedicine peer-reviewed journal in Australia and New Zealand, a special edition is
being published specifically for student contributions. This is an important juncture in the evolution of our profession that recognises
the importance of the next generation of paramedic practitioners, scholars and leaders. It really does mark a departure from our
vocational training roots to a tertiary educated health profession that works in partnership and alongside other health professions
(1).
At a personal level, this edition is even more significant as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the paramedic conference that
was held in Melbourne in 1974. The fledgling Australian Institute of Ambulance Officers, now Paramedics Australasia, organised
the event and many ambulance services throughout Australia supported staff who wished to attend. Even at that time, student
members were recognised and given significant roles in the event. I well remember as a young student the nervousness that I felt
when officially thanking the after dinner speaker, the late Dr John Birrell, the long-standing and eminent Victoria Police surgeon who
contributed so much to child safety and improving road safety throughout the world (2).
This special edition showcases contemporary student work from both Australia and New Zealand on a diverse range of topics
addressing clinical (3-5) and systems issues (6,7). From Australia, Lynsey Smit (3) provides a literature review to ask whether
antibiotic prophylaxis in pre-hospital trauma care has a place in the civilian context, while Yu-Tung Chang (6) compares anaphylaxis
guidelines from around the world. Christian Winship, an honours student at the time, looks at pre-hospital cardiac arrests attended
by fire fighter first responders in Melbourne (5). The New Zealand contribution offers a wide range of clinical topics, as well as
raising questions about paramedic education and retention in the workforce (4,7). One message that emerged from the papers
was the importance of addressing the issues that confront paramedics and paramedic services that operate in remote or extreme
environments, irrespective of whether services are publicly funded, privately operated or provided through the military (8,9).
These papers collectively provide readers with a look into the future of the paramedicine profession in terms of roles, clinical
interventions and professional identity as we adapt to increased knowledge, improvements in technology and the changing needs
of our communities (10). These authors and other student paramedics, along with our recent graduates in the workforce, share a
heavy responsibility to take the profession into the future through a combination of scholarship, professionalism and engagement in
the development of paramedic-related policy (11,12).
The scholarly work published in this edition has value in its own right as a contribution to our growing knowledge base and as
pointer to our future practice. More importantly, it provides a window through which we can see our future leaders (13). The
challenge for us all, whether we are experienced paramedics, scholars or industry leaders, is to ask what we can do to nurture
the next generation in whatever roles they pursue. In terms of research and academic scholarship, we can all contribute to the
development of a future paramedicine research agenda and facilitate the necessary resources to encourage and support research
and the dissemination of new knowledge and understanding (14). Through research, scholarship and active support, we can all help
our health discipline make a meaningful difference to the lives of the patients and communities that are our central motivation.
Dr Peter O’Meara
Editor
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